In 1987, detailed (scale of 1 :5000) soil surveys were initiated in the State of Tamil Nadu in South India. The purpose of the survey is to provide sufficient information to extension workers to help the resource-poor farmers improve their productivity and instill in them an appreciation of resource conservation. The survey was conducted in Vilathikulam Taluk (a taluk is equivalent to a county) where the soils belong to the Orders of Alfisols, Inceptisols, Entisols, and Vertisols. The soil moisture regime is ustic bordering aridic and the soil temperature regime is isohyperthermic.
In this drought-prone area, soil depth is very critical and is used as an adjective in the terminology. Veppal soils are shallow soils. Many of the other terms employed usually as adjectives refer to tillage attributes of the soil. The term pottal refers to the soils that are hard when dry and friable when moist. These are the soils that tend to crust in the dry season. The farmer explained that they become so hard that one can even break a coconut on the soil!
